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On 12 January 1953, the Flak Kaserne between Geusaer Strasse and Rhein
Strasse, Merseburg, was occupled by about 2,000 troops wearing red-
bordered black epaulets with artillery insignia and.g, a few, with motor
transport insignia, and about 30 to 40 troops wearing black-bordered
black epaulets, ALl barracks buildings were fu..lv lighted aftter nightfall.,
On 2 Jewuary, thres 57-rm AT gune were unloaded at the Merseburs railrosd
statlion. Only vhysical training was observed,

On 28 December, the Flak Kaserne wasg occupied by about 800 to 900 troops.

Beginoiag 15 December, a firing range and training sres was being prepared
in the area between the installation end Klobikauer Strasse. A makeshift
stone wall from dehris of the former ordnance shop was being erected along
Klobikaner Strasse. Nine waichbtowers, about 10 meters high, were on an
embanlment with observation slits in the southesst corner of the tralning
area, Additionsl watchitowers were under construction. Two guns poinbting
westward were seen on the east gide of the ares. Tmopu practiced alming
these guns alrost daily.

Beginning about mid-Noverber, an enbankment was being built around the

former ordnance shop of the Flak Xaserne, Nine wood-revetbed wabchtovers

wera sean op the imner side of the embankmenb. On 22 Novenber; the Flak

Xaserne was occupled by troops weard n{; red-bordered black @pau} ets with
artillery insignia. :
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S@pjyﬁn‘g Frior to mid-Janvary 1953, the Flak Xagerne was occwyisd
by all the elemenis of the 76th Avity Brig (US) of the XXIX Gdz Mbz Rifl«
Corps as previously. As a trigade of this type 1s believed to huve a
total strength of 1,600 to 1,700, the strangth estivsie in peragrapn 1
appsars too high, vhereas the figurs given in peragrsph 2 appears ruch
too low. The 30 te 40 soldiers wearing black-bordered hleck epaulets
possitly belong ta\ \:1 signal unit of the GOFG, which, -

in serly Vey 1952, bad been {ransfervasd teo lerseture from the R enberg
Kasarne in FPotsdem.
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